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(54) Formless forms and paper web 

(57) A processor is provided (41 0-430) with f i rst and 
second document images. The first image represents 
an instance of a reference document to which instance 
a mark has been added. The second image is selected 
from among a collection of document images and rep- 
resents the reference document without the mark. The 
processor automatically extracts (450) from the first 
document image a set of pixels representing the mark. 
This is done by performing a reference-based mark ex- 
traction technique in which the second document image 
serves as a reference image and in which substantially 
the entirety of the first document image is compared with 
substantially the entirety of the second document im- 
age. Also, the processor is provided (440) with informa- 
tion about a set of active elements of the reference doc- 
ument. The reference document has at least one such 
active element and each active element is associated 
with at least one action. The processor interprets (460) 
the extracted set of pixels representing the mark by de- 
termining whether the mark indicates any of the active 
elements of the reference document. If the mark indi- 
cates an active element, the processor facilitates (470) 
the action with which the indicated active element is as- 
sociated. 
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